SPECIAL PERMIT FORM
Accessory Family Dwelling Unit (AFDU)

TOWN O F M E DWAY Phone: 508-321-4915 |zoning@townofmedway.org

7ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS www.townofmedway.org/zoning-board-appeal

155 Village Street
Medway, MA 02053

NOTE: THE APPLICATION WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED “COMPLETE” UNLESS ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS, FEES, & WAIVER
REQUESTS ARE SUBMITTED. A GENERAL APPLICATION FORM MUST BE COMPLETED FOR ALL APPLICATIONS. A GENERAL

SPECIAL PERMIT APPLICATION IS REQUIRED IN ADDITION TO THIS FORM FOR AFDU’S.

TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT

Please provide evidence regarding how the Special Permit Decision Criteria, outlined below, is met. Please write “N/A” if you believe any of
the Criteria is Not Applicable. Provide attachments if necessary.

1. An accessory family dwelling unit shall be located within:
a. a detached single-family dwelling (principal dwelling unit); or
b. an addition to a detached single-family dwelling principal dwelling unit); or
c. a separate structure on the same premises as a detached single-family dwelling (principal

dwelling unit).

2. There shall be no more than one accessory family dwelling unit associated with a detached single-
family dwelling (principal dwelling unit).

3. No accessory family dwelling unit shall have more than one bedroom, unless a second bedroom is
authorized by the Board of Appeals pursuant to 8.2.C. 8.

4. An accessory family dwelling unit shall not exceed 800 sq. ft. of gross floor area unless:
a. there is an existing detached accessory structure larger than 800 sq. ft. located on the same lot
as a detached single-family dwelling (principal dwelling unit) and the Board of Appeals determines
its use as an accessory family dwelling unit is in character with the neighborhood; or
b. authorized by the Board of Appeals pursuant to 8.2.C.8.

5. There shall be at least one designated off-street parking space for the accessory family dwelling
unit in addition to parking for the occupants of the detached single-family (principal dwelling unit).
The off-street parking space shall be located in a garage or in the driveway, and shall have
vehicular access to the driveway. The location, quantity and adequacy of parking for the accessory
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SPECIAL PERMIT FORM
Accessory Family Dwelling Unit (AFDU)

family dwelling unit shall be reviewed by the Board of Appeals to ensure its location and appearance
are in keeping with the residential character of the neighborhood.

6. Occupancy of the single-family dwelling (principal dwelling unit) and accessory family dwelling
unit shall be restricted as follows:
a. The owners of the property shall reside in one of the units as their primary residence, except for
bona fide temporary absences due to employment, hospitalization, medical care, vacation, military
service, or other comparable absences which would not negate the primary residency standard.
For purposes of this Section, “owners” shall mean one or more individuals who hold legal or
beneficial title to the premises.
b. The accessory dwelling unit and the detached single-family dwelling (principal dwelling unit)
shall be occupied by any one or more of the following:
i. the owner(s) of the property;
ii. the owner’s family by blood, marriage, adoption, foster care or guardianship;
iii. an unrelated caregiver for an occupant of the detached single-family dwelling or the
accessory family dwelling unit, who is an elder, a person with a disability, handicap or chronic
disease/medical condition, or a child.

7. An accessory family dwelling unit shall be designed so as to preserve the appearance of the single-
family dwelling (principal dwelling unit) and be compatible with the residential character of the
neighborhood. Any new separate outside entrance serving an accessory family dwelling unit shall be
located on the side or in the rear of the building.

In order to encourage the development of housing units for disabled and handicapped individuals
and persons with limited mobility or a chronic medical condition, the Board of Appeals may allow
reasonable deviations from the Basic Requirements where necessary to install features in the
accessory family dwelling unit to facilitate the care of, and access and mobility for, disabled and
handicapped individuals and persons with limited mobility or a chronic medical condition. This may
include, but is not limited to, authorizing a second bedroom in the accessory family dwelling unit.

If you are seeking relief under this provision, please specify the relief sought and the reasons
supporting your request.

Signature of Applicant/Petitioner or Representative Date
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