OSRP Task Force
February 26, 2018 Meeting Minutes
APPROVED - March 12, 2018

Medway Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP) Update Task Force
Monday, February 26, 2018
7:00 p.m. at Sanford Hall

MEETING MINUTES

Members present: Matthew Hayes, Chairman, Paul Atwood, Denise Legee, David
Blackwell, Cindy Sullivan, and Glenn Trindade

Members absent: Paul Mahoney

Also present: Bridget Graziano, Conservation Agent; David D’Amico, DPS Director;
Mackenzie Leahy, CED Administrative Assistant; Susy Affleck-Childs, Planning and
Economic Development Coordinator; Jim Wickis, Tina Wright and Mike Francis of the
Open Space Committee; Tracy Rozak, Recording Secretary; Barbara Saint Andre, of
KP Law, Town Counsel

Chairman Matt Hayes called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
1. Discuss possibilities for rail/trail project in Medway

Susy explained that a lot of people in town are interested in having a trail using
the old railroad right-of-way. Barbara Saint Andre from KP Law, Town Council
was present for the meeting and explained the possibilities and challenges.

Barbara brought an old railway map with her to show the group. (See Attached)
Barbara explained that railways are difficult as far as titles go. At some point, this
rail line was abandoned through a process through the federal government.

Then the railroad company that owned the railroad sold the company to the Town
with a release deed which basically means we don’t know exactly what we own
but here it is and you are on your own as far as details. No one has ever done a
title search on these parcels to see how many of the parcels the Town actually
owns. Some of them have easements, some are owned but it will take a lot of
money to research the titles more closely. There are a lot of uncertainties, the
Town may own some parts but may need to be acquire other parts. Because this
railway was abandoned it makes it more difficult and we don’t know if the land
goes back to the abutters. If the abutters own up to the center line, they probably
have claimed it as their property. Denise asked if the railway was abandoned in
the connecting towns and were they able to use the railways for trails. Barbara is
not sure and could look into it.

An in-depth title search would need to be done which could cost tens of
thousands of dollars. Barbara asked if certain areas are higher priorities for the
Task Force. Matt stated we would need to know what the Town owns before we
could plan anything. Susy stated after the title work, they would need to look into
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appraisals of the properties as well. Dave D’Amico suggested that we talk with
Milford or Millis to see if we could connect to their parcels. Barbara stated she
could start with a parcel and get an estimate of how much an appraisal would
cost. Glenn suggested we look into the cost of a title search from the Burke
School to the Millis town line. Susan and Barbara will get a quote and bring it to
the town for review.

The group discussed what they would like to do with the area if we could - biking,
walking trails, etc. Matt stated there are grants available from the state for this
type of improvement.

Review DRAFT Maps for OSRP (See Attached)

Mackenzie presented several maps to the group for review. The group reviewed
each map to see what is on each map and if there is anything missing. She
asked if there are any other maps that people would like to see. Susy stated
there are 8 maps that are required for Open Space and other maps can be
added for enrichment. The 8 required maps are: The Regional map, Population /
Characteristics map, Zoning map, Soil & Geology map, Scenic & Unique
Features map, Water Resources/Wetlands map, Conservation & Recreational
Map and an Action Plan map.

Mackenzie stated that the Soil map is required but they also did a Farmlands
map. The agricultural map shows where the agricultural properties are located
and where the best soils are for farming. The Agricultural Properties and Forrest
Land map shows the best forest land. The group mentioned that they would like
to see Town owned open space added to this map. The Bedrock Geology Map
shows shaded relief and elevations. Matt would like to see contours on the map
rather than the shaded relief areas. Mackenzie will look into how that would look.
The FEMA flood zone map also shows the certified vernal pools. The Ecological
Integrity Map shows high priority areas such as important wetlands and shrubs.

Susy made a comment that we might want to show where the power lines
crisscross the town and maybe add that to the Scenic & Unique Features Map.
The zoning map shows the current existing zoning. Mackenzie reported that the
Scenic and Unique Features map shows sidewalks, scenic roads, National
register of historic places/homes, inventoried properties and historic places in our
historic districts and inventoried historic places outside of the historic district. Rail
services and the Chicken Brook corridor are also on the map. Mackenzie
recommends adding Sanford Mill, all the dams & vernal pools, the Medway Mill,
the Amphitheater, Thayer House and the Community Farm. Glenn suggested
the Briggs property, the Panachelli property, and the Atwood property.
Mackenzie suggested adding the memorial and North Street Park. Bridget
suggested adding the two existing access points along the Charles River and the
old skating pond be added. The group decided that utility lines, the town hall, the
historical society, cemeteries and historic churches should also be added to this
map. Mackenzie stated the Regional map shows major highways & Interstates,
airports, the Regional Vocational Technical School, MBTA & GATRA stops and
railway stops. Bridget suggested maybe showing a separate trail map.
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3. Review and approval of Minutes of the February 12, 2018 OSRP Task Force
Meeting.

Matt made a motion to approve the February 12, 2018 meeting minutes as
corrected. Denise seconded the motion and all were in favor.

4. Other Business

Susy stated the promotional information has gone out to the public regarding the
next OSRP community forum to be held on March 121,

5. Action Items:
e Susy and Barbara will look into the cost of conducting title research for the
railroad right of way properties from Burke School to the Millis town line.
e Mackenzie will add Town owned open spaces to the Agricultural Properties &
Forest land map.
e Mackenzie will look into adding contours to the Bedrock Geology map.

6. Adjourn

Matt made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 pm and Glenn seconded
the motion and all were in favor.

* Next OSRP Update Community Forum - Monday, March 12, 2018 @ 7:00 pm
Thayer House, 2B Oak Street, Medway MA.

Respectfully submitted,
Tracy Rozak
OSRP Task Force Recording Secretary

Reviewed and edited by,

Susan E. Affleck-Childs
Planning and Economic Development Coordinator
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Town of Medway

Community and Economic Development Department
155 Village Street — Medway, MA 02053
508-533-3291

Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP)
Update Task Force

Matthew Hayes, Chairman
Paul Atwood

David Blackwell

Denise Legee

Paul Mahoney

Cindy Sullivan

Glenn Trindade

REVISED AGENDA

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT & AGENDA
Monday, February 26, 2018 — 7:00 p.m.
Sanford Hall — Medway Town Hall — 155 Village Street

. Discuss possibilities for rail/trail project in Medway
. Review DRAFT maps for OSRP

. Review and approval of Minutes of the February 12, 2018 OSRP Task Force
Meeting

. Other Business
. Adjourn
* Next OSRP Update Community Forum *

Monday, March 12, 2018 — 7 pm
Thayer House — 2B Oak Street
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