
Façade Improvement Review 

Language from Zoning Bylaw as approved at the May 10, 2021 Town Meeting  

 
Section 3.5 Site Plan Review  
 

3.5.3 Applicability  
 

A. Site plan review shall apply to the following:  

1. Major Site Plan Review  

2.  Minor Site Plan Review  

3.  Administrative Site Plan Review 

4.  Façade Improvement Review. 

 

 

4. Façade Improvement Review  

 

a. Applicability. This section shall apply to exterior alteration, reconstruction, or 

renovation of any multi-family, commercial, industrial, or institutional building 

which is not subject to Major, Minor, or Administrative Site Plan Review, where 

such alteration, reconstruction or renovation will be visible from a street and will 

include any of the following: 

i) installation or replacement of awnings 

ii) change in a building’s exterior surface material 

iii) rearrangement or addition of windows or doors 

iv) façade reconstruction or replacement 

 

b. No building permit shall be issued for any exterior building alteration that is subject 

to this Section 3.5.3.A.4 unless an application for façade improvement review has 

been prepared in accordance with the requirements herein and unless such 

application has been reviewed by the Medway Design Review Committee and a 

written recommendation is provided to the Building Commissioner or the Design 

Review Committee has failed to act within thirty days as provided in Section 

3.5.3.A.4.d. 

 

c. Before filing for a building permit with the Building Commissioner for the activities 

specified in Section 3.5.3.A.4, a facade improvement review application shall first be 

filed with the Community and Economic Development office for review by the 

Medway Design Review Committee for compliance with the Medway Design Review 

Guidelines. The submittal of the application shall be in form and format as specified 

by the Design Review Committee. 

 

d. The Design Review Committee shall meet with the applicant or its representative to 

review the proposed façade improvements within fifteen days of receipt of a complete 

façade improvement application (referred to herein as the application date) by the 

Community and Economic Development office. No later than thirty days from the 

application date, the Design Review Committee shall prepare and provide its written 

review letter with recommendations regarding the proposed façade improvements to 

the Building Commissioner. Failure of the Design Review Committee to act within 

said thirty days shall be deemed a lack of opposition thereto. These deadlines may be 

extended by mutual agreement of the Design Review Committee and the applicant. 


