
 

Town of Medway 

Sign Bylaw Review Task Force 

Tuesday, February 16, 2016 

Medway Senior Center 

76 Oakland Street, Medway MA  02053 
 

 

Minutes 
 

Present: Tom Gay, Julie Fallon, Carol Gould, and Jodi Kairit (arrived 8:00pm) 

 

Not present: Debbie Anderson, Tina Chemini, and Dan Hooper 

 

Also attending: Stephanie Mercandetti, Director, Community & Economic Development and 

Susy Affleck-Childs, Planning & Economic Development Coordinator 

 

Meeting Materials: Please see attached appendix which lists the various items provided or 

received at the meeting. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15pm by Tom Gay, Chairman of the Task Force.  There 

were no votes taken as a quorum was not officially reached until 8:00pm. 

 

Public Comments 

There were no members of the public present that wished to provide comment. 

 

Continued discussion on the current Medway Sign Bylaw  

The discussion that took place encompassed the amount of signage, distance of the building from 

the right of way, calculation of sign surface area and the types of signs.  The types of signs in the 

bylaw were reviewed to see which ones needed to be added or removed.  Sign definitions were 

also looked over and it was recognized that there needed to be some clean up in any future 

proposal.  Sometime was also spent going over the current organization of the bylaw and 

whether it made sense as is or if the sequence should be restructured.  It was agreed that an 

improved arrangement of the bylaw was necessary.  Suggestions included moving the 

administration subsection upfront along with the basic sign requirements followed by specific 

standards for the zoning districts.  Then followed by subsections pertaining to exempt and 

prohibited signs.  In addition, there was concurrence that the sign tables could be consolidated in 

such a manner to make them less confusing for the reader. 

 

Discuss and finalize Goals and Objectives 

Following a discussion on possible goals and objectives, consensus was achieved and finalized 

on the following points: 

- Make it simpler 

- Form and function (Organization of the Bylaw) 

- Promote fairness (Be fair) 

- Be clear and concise 



 

- Be supportive of business community 

- Promote an aesthetically pleasing community 

- Encourage compliance (Consistency in enforcement) 

 

Any other business that may properly come before the Task Force  

Ms. Kairit performed some research online with respect to temporary signs.  She distributed 

excerpts from sample bylaws relative to temporary signage as well as material on how sandwich 

boards remain an important tool for business promotion.  She explained what she discovered 

during her research on temporary signage.   

 

Ms. Mercandetti stated Jack Mee, Building Commissioner, will be present at the next meeting of 

the Taskforce.  It was agreed to have a couple of sign companies meet with the Task Force in the 

future as well as have opportunities for public input via a public forum and survey tool. 

 

One last request was made to provide feedback on the existing bylaw, particular types of signs, 

and examples of municipal sign bylaws or ordinances. 

 

Ms. Mercandetti will also send out via email a link to a doodle poll to confirm availability for 

future meeting dates. 

  

Future Meetings 

- Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Stephanie Mercandetti 

Director, Community and Economic Development 

 

Appendix 

 

The following documents listed were received and distributed at the meeting: 

 

- February 16, 2016 Meeting Notice and Agenda 

- Handout found on the Internet on how sandwich boards can help promote businesses 

- Excerpt from the City of Roanoke Sign Ordinance regarding Temporary Signs 

- Excerpt from Town of Sherborn Zoning By-laws regarding Sandwich Boards and 

Temporary Signage 

- Excerpt from the City of Chesapeake Sign Ordinance regarding Temporary Signs 


