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DRC Meeting Minutes: June 04, 2018 
Medway Public Library  

 

Call to Order: – With a quorum present, this meeting was called to order by Chair Mr. Buckley 

at 7:03 p.m.  

 

Attendees: 
 

Also Present:  

 Sreelatha Allam, Meeting Recording Secretary 

 Dave D’Amico, DPS Director 

 Susy Affleck-Childs, Planning and Economic Development Coordinator  

Other Attendees:  

 Peter Bemis, Engineering Design Consultants, Inc.  

 John Younis, Priggen Steel 

 Chief Jeff Lynch and Matt Anzivino, Medway Fire Department 

 Meghan O’ Brien, O’Brien & Sons  

 Megan Bradley, Sunshine Signs  

 Scott Richardson and Anita Sandberg of Gorman, Richardson and Lewis, architects  

 06/04/2018     

Matthew Buckley X     

Rich Di Iulio -     

Jessica Chabot X     

Tom Gay X     

Rachel Walsh ABSENT 

WITH 

NOTICE 

    

Dan Connolly ABSENT 

WITH 

NOTICE 

    

Seth Kendall X     

Alex Kevork ABSENT 

WITH 

NOTICE 
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Meeting Minutes: 

05/07/2018: Approval of the meeting minutes was tabled due to lack of members present 

who had also attended the 5/7/18 meeting.  
 

Sign Discussion - STOP/ No Dumping signs for Town of Medway properties: 

 Mr. D’Amico attended the meeting to discuss this item. These signs will be installed 

throughout the town at stormwater basins under the Town’s jurisdictions. A preliminary 

sign design was reviewed.  (See Attached.) Mr. D’Amico said the initial sign went 

through few iterations based on comments provided. 

 Mr. Buckley opened the discussion on this item. Mr. Buckley created a mock-up of a 

revised No Dumping sign. (See Attached.) The color red around the sign has been made 

bigger. Mr. D’Amico said he was OK with the proposed revision.   

 Mr. Buckley suggested adding “Household” to the word “Trash” in the message 

underneath the STOP sign.  

 These signs will be mostly installed on poles and on fences.  

 Ms. Chabot asked if there’s a fine associated for any violations. Ms. Affleck-Childs said 

there will/should be but the amount has not been identified yet. 

 The purpose of these signs is to notify the neighborhood residents that they can’t use the 

stormwater detention areas to dump yard waste and debris. The signs need to be 

prominent and attract attention to be effective. 

 DPS plans to have 20 or so of these fabricated to start. They will be installed in West 

Medway at stormwater basins on Town property.  

 Members recommended reducing the font size of the letters in the information portion of 

the rectangular sign. 

Sign Design Review - O’Brien & Sons, 17 Trotter Drive:  

 Ms. Meghan O’ Brien attended the meeting to discuss this item. 

 Two signs are being proposed, a monument sign in front of the building with plantings 

around it, and the other one on the building’s west façade facing Trotter Drive. (See 

Attached.) 

 Ms. Affleck-Childs said both signs are fully compliant with the Zoning Bylaw in regards 

to dimensions, location and other required specifications. Applicant is working with 

Sunshine Signs for the design. A representative of Sunshine Signs was present.  Members 

liked the sign design as presented. 

 Fabricated materials are being used for the signs. They are designed to blend in with the 

building structure itself.  

 The signs will not be illuminated at this time. Applicant might consider a flood light in 

the future but they don’t have any intention for lighting the signs after business hours.  



 

3 

June 04, 2018 DRC Meeting Minutes 

 Ms. Affleck-Childs said landscaping is required around the base of the free standing sign 

in all directions. Applicant said they have a planting plan reviewed and approved by 

CONCOM. 

 The DRC’s review letter will be mailed to the application soon. For any future lighting of 

the signs, applicant come before the Committee for approval and permitting. This 

language will be included in the DRC letter.  

Sign Design Review: Medway Fire Department, 42 Milford Street: 

 The proposal is to install a series of wall signs on southeast façade facing the intersection 

of Routes 109 and 126. (See Attached) 

 Since the total number of signs exceeds the number allowed, applicant has filed with the 

Medway Zoning Board of Appeals for a variance.  The hearing is on June 20th.   

 Members liked the draft sign designs presented to the Committee. Ms. Chabot suggested 

reducing the sizing of the medallion on the top to better fit the space and show some of 

the brick façade behind.   

 DRC’s review letter will be sent to the applicant soon.  

Design Review for 9 Trotter Drive site plan for Converting Technical Services 

 Mr. Peter Bemis, Engineering Design Consultants, Inc. and John Younis, Priggen Steel 

attended the meeting to discuss this item. 

 Mr. Bemis described the proposed project with the site plan and locus map. (See 

Attached) There’s a driveway coming in on the south end of the site with one-way travel 

flow in the front of the building with exiting traffic going out the northern curb cut. The 

building will be close to the rear setback.  

 Project involves constructing a 6000 sq. ft. building with associated parking and loading 

facilities for a light manufacturing business to be operated by Converting Technical 

Services.  

 An underground stormwater infiltration system is proposed for the roof run-off. A system 

to treat the stormwater runoff from the paved parking areas is also proposed as part of 

this project.  

 21 parking spaces are currently proposed and the parking lot will be graded to prevent 

stormwater run-off from entering Trotter Drive.  

 Street trees are proposed as well as landscaping to screen the parking area from the 

adjacent parcel. A screened dumpster will be provided for refuse storage and disposal.  

 Standard industrial LED light fixtures are proposed on the building and in the parking 

lots.  

 Mr. Buckley asked that some more detail and effort should be put into the aesthetics of 

the building. Mr. Bemis explained that budget and other limitations might prohibit the 

applicant from making extensive design changes.  



 

4 

June 04, 2018 DRC Meeting Minutes 

 The color of the siding and the type of masonry was discussed. Ms. Chabot asked if there 

was any opportunity to change the dimensions of the proposed doors/windows in the 

building. Mr. Bemis explained that these changes are constrained by the budget.  If it 

helps budget wise, members recommended eliminating the masonry from the design. 

Discussion ensued on potential colors that could be considered for the final design. 

Landscaping around the building was also discussed.  

 Mr. Bemis agreed to come back before the Committee on June 18th with some 

alternatives with some colors based on the discussion tonight.  

OTHER BUSINESS  
 

Choate and Oakland Parks – Discussion on design details (playground surfaces and 

bollards):   

 Members went over the renderings provided by CBA and their recommendations 

regarding the rubber surface colors for Choate and Oakland Parks. (See Attached) 

Members liked the recommendations provided and Ms. Affleck-Child will communicate 

that with CBA.  

Next steps on Community Message Board Sign 

 Mr. Buckley opened the discussion on this item. Mr. D’Amico said the GPI engineer was 

asked to design the top of the stone wall with bluestone caps on the pillars. Based on the 

estimates for the entryway, it got changed to M caps on the wall itself and changed the 

sign to have bluestone features.  

 Mr. Buckley said the installation of the coping course could be more time consuming 

than using a bluestone cap. Mr. D’Amico said a 6” thick bluestone cap will be excessive. 

Everyone agreed that 2.5” – 3” is the standard.  

 Ms. Affleck-Childs distributed the granite bollard draft concepts submitted by DJ 

Chagnon from CBA. (See Attached) There was some discussion on the location of the 

way finding signs. Ms. Affleck-Childs said EPFRAC will be meeting on June 11th. Mr. 

Buckley will be reaching out to EPFRAC Chair Rick D’Innocenzo to discuss the location 

(s) of the way finding signs and the bollards. Perhaps the bollards can be eliminated as 

the community message board sign includes Choate Park inset signs.  

 Way finding sign on the Cassidy side of Choate Park were discussed as an option.  

 DRC members quickly reviewed the “Town of Medway” concepts shared by DJ 

Chagnon.  
 

Other Business as may come before the Committee 

 Ms. Affleck-Childs reported that Irving Gas withdrew their sign variance application to 

the ZBA.  She believes that decision was based on the letters from DRC, Planning Board, 

and Ms. Affleck-Childs to ZBA. They are currently looking at retrofitting the existing 

pole sign rather than having a new sign. The sign frame will not be changed but will have 

new inserts. Internally illuminated LED gas prices are proposed at this time.  
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 Ms. Chabot reported to the Committee about the Oak Grove Zoning Task Force meeting 

she attended last week. She said the goals of the Task Force were discussed and what the 

ideas are behind the development. She went over her notes on what was discussed at the 

meeting. She was selected as Chair of the Oak Grove Zoning Task Force.  Next meeting 

on June 20th.  

 Ms. Affleck-Childs reported that Open Space and Recreational Plan Task Force will be 

hosting a community forum on Monday, June 25th. 

 Timbercrest applicant is still before CONCOM. They are working with CONCOM to 

address their concerns.  

 Ms. Affleck-Childs reported that the Glen Brook apartment developer has purchased two 

more properties adjacent to the existing land at 33 West Street. They will be revising the 

proposed plan for construction to also include affordable housing for seniors. They will 

attend the June 18th DRC meeting to present the revised plans and the project.  

 A developer is looking at possibly developing 40B apartments on a site on Lovering 

Street.  

Adjournment 

With no further business before this committee, a motion was made by Mr. Buckley to adjourn 

the meeting, seconded by Ms. Chabot. The motion was unanimously approved.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sreelatha Allam 

Meeting Recording Secretary  

  

Reviewed and edited by, 

Susan E. Affleck-Childs 

Planning and Economic Development Coordinator  
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DRC Sign Design Review  
Planning and Economic Development Office Comments  
May 30, 2018 
 

Business Name:   O’Brien & Sons  

Business Owner:  Meghan O’Brien  

Sign Location Address:  17 Trotter Drive  

Zoning District:   West Industrial  

Sign Company:   Sunshine Signs, Grafton, MA  

Proposed Signs: 

1. Wall sign on west façade facing Trotter Drive  

 Proposed Allowed by Bylaw 

Sign Surface Area 144” x 54” = 54 sq. ft. 100 sq. ft. 

Sign Height Not applicable Not applicable 

Illumination None Internal and External 

 

2. Free-standing Sign  

 Proposed  Allowed by Bylaw  

Sign Surface Area 
66” x 39” = 17.9 sq. ft. 
x 2 sides = 35.8 sq. ft. 

40 sq. ft. 

Maximum Sign Height 6’ 6’ 

Minimum Setback from Street 15’ 10’ 

Illumination  None  External  

 

Comments: 

1. Very colorful (orange and blue) and contemporary feel, similar to the building itself  

2. Landscaping is required around the base of the free-standing sign 3’ in all directions.  I emailed 

 the applicant and sign company on 5/30 and asked if they could prepare a landscape plan to 

 show you Monday night.  Stay tuned!  





















DRC Sign Design Review  
Planning and Economic Development Office Comments  
May 30, 2018 
 

Business Name:   Medway Fire Department   

Business Owner:  Chief Jeff Lynch  

Sign Location Address:  44 Milford Street   

Zoning District:   Neighborhood Commercial   

Sign Company:   Signs by Cavallaro, Franklin, MA   

Proposed Signs: 

1. Primary wall sign on southeast façade facing the intersection  
 of Routes 109/126 (Milford and Summer Streets)   

 Proposed Allowed by Bylaw 

Sign Surface Area 17’ 4” x 18” = 26 sq. ft. 60 sq. ft.  

Sign Height Not applicable Not applicable 

Illumination None External 

Text  Medway Fire Department  
 

2. Secondary wall sign on southeast façade facing the intersection                                  
 of Routes 109/126 (Milford and Summer Streets)  

 Proposed  Allowed by Bylaw  

Sign Surface Area 53” x 12” = 4.42 sq. ft. 60 sq. ft. 

Maximum Sign Height Not applicable  Not applicable  

Illumination  None  External  

Text  Headquarters  
 

3. Wall Signs above Bays  

 Proposed  Allowed by Bylaw  

Sign Surface Area 
69” x 12” = 5.75 sq. ft. 
x 3 signs = 17.25 sq. ft. 

60 sq. ft. 

Maximum Sign Height Not applicable  Not applicable  

Illumination  None  External  

Text  Ambulance, Ladder 1, Engine 3 

Comments: 

1. Colors of red, yellow and black are commonly associated with municipal fire trucks/stations   

2. Total number of signs exceeds the number allowed.  Applicant has filed for a variance with the 

 Medway Zoning Board of Appeals. Hearing is June 20th.  

3. Total amount of sign surface area among the 5 signs is 47.67 sq. ft. which is compliant.  

3. Maltese cross emblem at top roof gable is considered a government insignia and is exempt from 

 the sign regulations.  
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Susan Affleck-Childs

From: D.J. Chagnon <dj@cbaland.com>
Sent: Friday, June 01, 2018 12:15 PM
To: Susan Affleck-Childs
Cc: Preston Holleman
Subject: Choate and Oakland: Rubber Colors
Attachments: Rendering-forRubberColors-Choate-20180601-r.pdf; RubberColorRendering-

Oakland-20180601-r.pdf

Susy -  
 
Attached are two renderings and a brief explanation that provide CBA's recommendation regarding rubber 
surface colors for Choate and Oakland Parks, to accompany the actual bags of rubber crumb Preston dropped 
off yesterday, for Design Review Committee to weigh in on at their Monday meeting.  The play equipment for 
both sites is shown in the renderings provided in the Site Plan Review documents - colors have not changed 
since then. 
 
Our direction from DRC as we understood it to date was to keep the rubber colors in the "greens and browns" 
family at both sites, preferring lighter colors generally speaking to keep heat retention down, with some mixing 
in the colors so that dirt and wear are less obvious.   
 
Initially, CBA requested color blends A through E from Surface America.  The info we had was that there was a 
"Bright Green" and a "Hunter Green" available (there's also an Army Green, but it's more of a grayish green and 
doesn't work well with the warm tones).  We had expected more difference between them than there is, so when 
A through E came back, CBA felt there wasn't enough contrast to have the sort of effect we were hoping for 
(particularly at Choate), and we followed up requesting F through I that had more pronounced 
differences.  These came back as expected, and are the ones we're recommending as shown on the 
accompanying plans. 
 
The level of banding detail and sizes of the areas are what the rubber installer has priced out - we've laid out 
bands to differentiate areas for different uses, and laid out the dividing stripes (which children often run along) 
so that if they're being used as paths they'll interact as safely as possible with the actual play equipment.  Unless 
DRC has strong objections, the layout for each park's rubber is fairly set at this point.  We would like 
confirmation that they are comfortable with the colors. 
 
For the concrete at Choate - the rendering (not updated except for the rubber) shows the splash pad etc as a 
uniform gray.  It just hasn't been finalized - we're expecting a warmer tone that will read differently than the 
asphalt paths and pair nicely with the rubber.  The company is Interstar - color chart 
here: https://www.interstar.ca/Content/Downloads/CC-RM-EN-2017.pdf - we are recommending Olive, or 
possibly one or 2 bag Moss (not 3). 
 
Separate email to follow about Choate's bollards, later today or Monday. 
 
- D  
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D.J. Chagnon, Principal, ASLA CPSI 
CBA Landscape Architects LLC 
24 Thorndike Street 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
617-945-9760 Ext. 2 
dj@cbaland.com 
www.cbaland.com 
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Susan Affleck-Childs

From: D.J. Chagnon <dj@cbaland.com>
Sent: Monday, June 04, 2018 12:20 PM
To: Susan Affleck-Childs
Cc: Preston Holleman
Subject: Choate Granite Bollard Options for DRC input
Attachments: Granite Bollard Draft Concepts - 20180604.pdf; 20160714_113319-small.jpg

Susy -  
 
Hopefully you received my email Friday about rubber color options for both parks for DRC input. 
 
The other item that needs to be resolved, which we would like DRC's input on if they're interested, are the two 
granite Entry Posts at the Route 109 sidewalk entrance into Choate Park.    
 
Each granite post (we have 2, flanking the path) is 16"x16" with rough sides and an angled top, 
resulting in an area of about 16"x18" to engrave an image into the granite (typically with a black paint 
fill).   We need to leave a margin around the outside edge, as well.  As a point of reference, attached is a 
photo of a similarly-detailed Wayfinding Bollard we used at a park in Boston. 
 
We can use text, simple images, or a mix.  Details can't get too fine-grained or they won't be able to engrave 
it.  The two bollards do not have to be, but theoretically could be, the same; we think they're better off being 
complementary but not matching. 
 
CBA put together a few possible concepts but we're open to other ideas as well if DRC would prefer - see the 
PDF of possibilities.  The gray tones are almost certainly different weights of crosshatching with an outline, in 
reality, since we're working in a black-and-white image format; this is the first-draft version of the ideas so we 
went with gray for massing. 
 
In concept, we'd thought of one of the pair as being a Town seal or some variation, and the other as being a 
similar layout but about Choate Park specifically. (IE, one of page 1 or 2 or something similar, and one of page 
3 or 4 or something similar.)  If there's another logo or something for Choate we should use, we're open to it. 
 
The Contractor needs to get a design relatively soon to be sure it can be fabricated, and then get it in process, so 
we may not have time for more than a PDF review of the followup to whatever the DRC recommends; 
hopefully that works. 
 
Best - 
- D.J. 
 
 
 
D.J. Chagnon, Principal, ASLA CPSI 
CBA Landscape Architects LLC 
24 Thorndike Street 
Cambridge, MA 02141 
617-945-9760 Ext. 2 
dj@cbaland.com 
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